I first had occasion to interpret the above guarding standard in
prayo Lj.me Compjury; v. Mining Enforcement and Safetj_Administraj:ion., 2
FMSHRC 771. I/  In that case an operable stop cord extended the entire
length of the conveyor belt except that the belt was "skirted" or
shielded with plate metal and rubber belting at the point where it
dumped limestone onto another belt.  The following statement appears at
pages 772 and 773 of that decision.

For dust control purposes the entire dumping area is shielded
with plate metal with rubber belting attached to the sides of
the shielding.  This rubber belting attached to the plate metal
rubs against the belt itself forming a dust shield.  MESA
does not contend that all idler rollers should be shielded,
because if a miner caught his hand between the roller and the
belt in an unskirted area, the belt could give way and his
hand could be withdrawn.  In the skirted area however,
there is only five-eighths of an inch between the side of
the metal skirt and the belt so that if a miner's hand got
caught between the roller and the belt, the belt could only
raise up five-eighths of an inch before being stopped by
the metal skirt.  It is MESA's contention that this
constitutes a "pinch point" which in turn gives rise to
the requirement of guards to prevent any part of a miner's
body from being caught in such a "pinch point,"  In this
instance, a pinch point is something like a clothes wringer.

Drive pulleys, head pulleys, tail pulleys and takeup
pulleys all contain "pinch points" (Tr. 55-56, MESA Exhibit
R-6, pages 2 and 3).  That was undoubtedly the reasons why
these particular pulleys were specifically included in the
standard.  Idler pulleys however, do not contain "pinch
points" as a rule, because the belt; has leeway to move away
from the idler pulley in the absence of a skirted area such
as the one involved in the instant case.  It is the "wringer
effect" which can cause a serious injury.  It is my opinion,
that the combination of a skirted belt with the catwalk and
ladder next to it causes the idler pulleys to become "similar
exposed moving machine parts which may be contacted by
persons, and which may cause injury A * A."

The existence of a stop cord beside the belt which will
stop the drive and result in the belt stopping after a move-
ment of approximately 22 feet may diminish the extent of a
potential injury but would not prevent the injury unless
pulled five seconds before contact with the "pinch point."

J./ Dravo was brought under the old Federal Metal and Nonmetal Mine Safety
Act and was decided October 28, 1977,  It appears in the March 1980 volume
of FMSHRC decisions as an attachment in Secretary of Labor, Mine Safety
and Health Administration v. American Sand & Gravel Co., 2 FMSHRC 763
(Mar. 31, 1980).
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